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For more information about City of Eden Prairie events and meetings visit edenprairie.org or call the City Center at 952-949-8300.

Battle of the Badges
Jan. 11–30
Memorial Blood Centers Donor Center
12200 Middleset Road, Eden Prairie

Help the Eden Prairie Fire Department take on 
Bloomington Fire in the Battle of the Badges. Donate 
blood at Memorial Blood Centers during the month 

of January and tell them you 
are there in support of Eden 
Prairie Fire, the department 
with the most donors will win 
the battle!

Art on City Walls
Monday–Friday 
8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
City Center

Take a stroll through the lower level of the City Center 
and enjoy the February Art on City Walls exhibit 
featuring local artists.

City Council Meeting*
Tuesday, Feb. 16

*All meetings begin at 7 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at the City Center.

Father and Daughter Sweetheart Dance
Saturday, Feb. 6
5–7:30 p.m.
The Garden Room

Dads, take the opportunity to dance the night away 
with your daughters, ages 3 to 12, and enjoy an 
evening of memories you will cherish for a lifetime. 
Registration is $22 per person (by Feb. 1) and 
includes dinner, dancing and a special valentine 
craft project to take home for mom.

Senior Center Valentine Breakfast
Friday, Feb. 12
9:30–11 a.m.
Senior Center

Celebrate with someone special and enjoy a delicious 
breakfast at the Senior Center. Registration is 
required ($10 per person) by Feb. 5.

Eden Prairie Players Present The Mousetrap
Feb. 12–13; 19–20 at 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 21 at 2 p.m.
Eden Prairie High School Auditorium

Don’t miss this comically entertaining mystery by 
Agatha Christie, presented by the Eden Prairie 
Players. Tickets available at the door: $10 for adults, 
students and seniors.

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with Someone Special
Live Well Eden Prairie!

Transportation consumes about 25 percent of the total 
energy used in the United States. Motor vehicles also 
release harmful chemicals and other air pollutants into 
the air. When, where, how, why and what you drive all 
play an important role in reducing air pollution. 

Here are some suggestions on how to drive wise and reduce 
air pollution: 

•  Drive less, especially during peak 
traffic periods. 

•  Use public transportation, walk or 
ride a bike whenever possible. 

•  Shop by phone, mail or Internet, 
and combine your other errands 
into one trip. 

•  Telecommute if your employer allows, 
even one day a week will make a big 
difference. 

•  Avoid letting your car engine idle for 
more than 30 seconds. 

•  Avoid waiting in long drive-thru 
lines at fast-food restaurants or 
banks, simply park your car and 
go in. 

•  Accelerate gradually, maintain speed limit and use 
cruise control on the highway. 

•  Follow your vehicle owner’s manual recommendations 
for maximum economic efficiency.

•  Get regular engine tune-
ups and car maintenance 
checks.

•  Replace your car’s air filter 
and oil regularly.

•  Keep your tires properly 
inflated and aligned. 

•  Repair all vehicle leaks 
promptly and don’t ignore 
the “check engine” light if 
it comes on.

In the market for a new vehicle? Visit epa.gov/greenvehicles 
to find the most efficient, lowest-polluting models.

For more information on these and other ways you can 
help protect the environment, visit epa.gov.

Our Environment
Drive Wise to Reduce Air Pollution

These are two photos of the installation of helical anchors 
that will support the foundation of the new Staring Lake 
Observatory. The helical anchors are being used because 

of poor weight-bearing capacity of the mushy soil on the 
shore of the lake. We could have used steel or wood pilings 
driven deep into the ground with a pile driving machine, but 
the helical anchors are cheaper and require less equipment, 
and we think are just as good.

The general contractor for the 
observatory project is Hunerberg 
Construction. They hired Atlas 
Foundation to install the five 
anchors that range in depth from 65 
to 84 feet. The anchors are installed 
using a hydraulic motor on the arm 
of a small tracked excavator. The 
helical anchor lead or head has 
three “screw-type” fins. 

After placing the head into the ground, 10-foot-long shaft 
sections are added as the hydraulic motor screws the 
assembly into the ground. The operation continues until the 
head sinks into firm ground. The number of helicals and 
their bearing capacity is dictated by the structural engineer’s 
calculation of the building size and weight plus a safety 
factor to prevent future settling or uneven shifting.

The next phase of the project will be to form and pour 
the concrete grade beams to form the foundation for the 

Observatory. That work will begin sometime after January 4, 
depending on the weather.

We’re now in a position to start seeing above-ground 
construction. That’s always exciting in a project. I think it’ll 
be especially interesting in a project like this one. I’ve had 
a chance to be a part of many different kinds of municipal 
building projects during my career. Everything from water 
treatment plants to wastewater treatment plants; from 
swimming pools to skateboard parks; from airplane hangars 
to salt storage sheds; from fire stations to fueling stations. 
Butnever an observatory. It will be fun to see it take shape 
over the next few months.

Around Eden Prairie
A Page from the Blog of City Manager Scott Neal

     See more of Scott Neal’s blog entries by visiting edenprairie.org.

Each year on Feb. 14, people around the world celebrate the tradition of Valentine’s Day with 
gifts of flowers, candy and cards. This February, why not start a new tradition? Take some time 
out of your busy schedule to have some fun with the special people in your life!

For more information about this and other Eden Prairie Parks and Recreation programs, visit edenprairie.org/parksbrochure.

Did You Know?
Did you know the City of Eden Prairie recently rolled out 
a new emergency notification system?

CodeRED is a new high-speed telephone calling system 
capable of delivering customized prerecorded emergency 
messages directly to homes and businesses. 

Emergency preparedness officials for the City of Eden 
Prairie are asking for assistance from residents and 
businesses in order to effectively maintain the new 
CodeRED emergency notification system database.

To update your information in the CodeRED emergency 
notification system:

1.  Visit edenprairie.org.

2.  Click on the CodeRED link.

3.  Enter your home/business telephone number 
and an Eden Prairie street address.

4.  If you do not have a fixed telephone line, enter 
the main telephone number where you can be 
reached.

5.  Follow the instructions for updating or creating 
your account.

If you have questions about the CodeRED emergency 
notification system, visit edenprairie.org or call 
952-949-8361.
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Take your little sweetheart 
to the Father-Daughter 
Sweetheart Dance. Invite a friend along to enjoy 

the Valentine Breakfast at the 
Senior Center.

Make a date with friends 
to take in an Eden Prairie 
Players performance of 
The Mousetrap.

Enjoy some quality time with 
mom and learn to knit with 
Knitting Potpourri classes at 
the Outdoor Center.

Celebrate with your little 
one at the Art Center 
Valentine’s Day Craft Party.

Spend some time with 
your preschooler exploring 
Baby Animal Fun at the 
Outdoor Center.

Grab your blades and take 
to the ice for open skate 
at the Community Center.

Learn about Nature’s 
Valentine Day with 
warm cookies and old 
fashioned crafts at the 
Outdoor Center.

Take the whole family 
for a Snowshoe Hike at 
the Outdoor Center.

Bring the whole gang 
to the sledding hill then 
warm their hearts with a 
cup of hot cocoa.
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